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termining the latter. Nietzsche's greatest ability, Dr. Kronenberg con- 
cludes, was shown in his keen insight into obscure mental factors, and his 
most valuable work was the analysis of the unconscious conditions that lie 
at the basis of moral phenomena. Grace Neal Dolson. 

Wells College. 

Saggio sidle idee morali e politiche di Tommaso Hobbes. Per Giuseppe 
Tarantino. Napoli, Giannini & Figli, 1900. — pp. 144. 
This book offers us a concise, but thoroughly adequate presentation and 
criticism of the leading doctrines in Hobbes's ethico-political system. The 
genesis of his philosophy and the influences determining it are treated with 
admirable clearness, and the enormous importance of Hobbes's work on 
the development of English ethical thought receives due emphasis. In 
agreement with Croom Robertson, the author rejects the notion that Hobbes 
was in any sort a disciple of Bacon, and lays stress on his affiliation to 
Galileo, to whom it is pointed out that he stood in a relation similar to that 
which Herbert Spencer holds to Darwin. In treating of Hobbes's ethics, 
Signor Tarantino argues with great force against the commonly received 
view that his moral system is a purely institutional one. He does not, he 
claims for him, make morality a function of politics, but politics a function 
of morality. The comparison made use of in this connection is most sug- 
gestive. " It is true that in a hundred places the author of the Leviathian 
reiterates that the criterion of morality resides in the will of the supreme 
power of the state, but this must be understood in a sense analagous to 
that of the statement of the church of Rome, when it affirms that the cri- 
terion of truth is placed in the supreme head of the Catholic hierarchy. 
Truth does not emanate from the reason, or from the arbitrary will of the 
Pontiff ; it is outside of and above him, and the supreme hierarch has only 
the privilege of being its infallible interpreter." So, he continues, is it in 
Hobbes's theory, ethics is not an arbitrary creation of the sovereign power, 
nor are its laws merely conventional and temporary. The moral law gives 
the rational means of reaching that end to which by nature we tend ; it 
issues from reason, which has recourse to the creation of a supreme civil 
power in order to render possible the realization of its own dictates. This 
clear recognition of the rationalistic element in Hobbes's thought is of value ; 
it is a happy phrase that for Hobbes "Morality is the rationalization of 
Egoism." While full justice is done to his keen logical vigor, the criticism 
of the psychological premises on which his ethico-political conclusions rest 
is acute and searching. The book may be confidently recommended to 
those interested in the work of our first great English philosopher. 

E. Ritchie. 

Die transscendentale und die fisychologische Method?. Von Max F. 
Scheler. Leipzig, Verlag der Diirr'schen Buchhandlung, 1900. — 
pp. 181. 
A work on philosophical methodology is acceptable at the present time, 



